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From the Ground: We thought we would cover issues from the ground having just attended the Beijing Forum, an
international forum of academics, scientists and experts. The forum supported by of the Chinese Ministry of Education and
the Beijing municipal government, had multiple panels on the environment this year. The key message: more "institutional
reform". Debra Tan expands on whether this translates to more legislation & power to the Ministry of Environmental
Protection and on "areas of confusion" in media and litigation that hamper the path to more enforcement. At the forum,
China Water Risk talks about how water is shaping food & energy choices within the broader theme of "40 Years of
Environmental Protection in China & the World". Solutions for agriculture & energy are critical. Syngenta's Dr. Sandhikar,
tells us how to achieve big gains in water savings from small farms in India where there has been an explosion of small
farmers and over-exploitation of groundwater. However, some solutions for energy whilst good for air, may be bad for water:
WRI discusses why China's latest scheme to cut air pollution by replacing coal with synthetically derived gas could
exacerbate water stress. Another area of concern raised at the forum is groundwater over-exploitation. Since we have
already discussed this extensively in previous editions, we turn to subsidence, an unavoidable side-effect of excessive
groundwater depletion. We review the extent of subsidence in China and what sinking lands mean for agriculture and
infrastructure. Can this be solved? With 50 cities in China at risk of subsidence, what about real estate risk? Cracks in the
ground are already showing up in Shanghai and other cities; will this only rise with greater urbanisation? It is clear that
cleaning up pollution and putting in measures to mitigate subsidence risk will only raise the costs of doing business. All eyes
are on the 3rd plenary session next week where the amendments to the environmental protection law, which propose to
remove caps on pollution penalties and introduce daily fines, are expected to pass. With this in mind, Xin and Brown from
SynTao expand on why we should take a closer look at the mishandling of toxic waste discharged by companies as they
could well turn into toxic assets.

NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER

Government:
From the Ground: We thought we would cover issues from the
ground having just attended the Beijing Forum, an international

• MEP Blacklist: 72

forum of academics, scientists and experts. The forum supported

companies named

by of the Chinese Ministry of Education and the Beijing

including Chalco, CNPC

municipal government, had multiple panels on the environment
this year. The key message: more "institutional reform". Debra

& Guodian
• MEP supervision bureau

Tan expands on whether this translates to more legislation &

head says polluting

power to the Ministry of Environmental Protection and on "areas of

companies are

confusion" in media and litigation that hamper the path to more

becoming more

enforcement.

conniving with emissions
• Environmental Protection

At the forum, China Water Risk talks about how water is shaping

Law Amendment - 3rd

food & energy choices within the broader theme of "40 Years of

Draft: the rights to file an

Environmental Protection in China & the World". Solutions for

environmental law suit

agriculture & energy are critical. Syngenta's Dr. Sandhikar, tells us

has expanded from one

how to achieve big gains in water savings from small farms in
India where there has been an explosion of small farmers and

to 13 organisations
• 11 environment-related

over-exploitation of groundwater. However, some solutions for

draft laws and

energy whilst good for air, may be bad for water: WRI discusses
why China's latest scheme to cut air pollution by replacing coal

amendments tabled in
five-year legislative

with synthetically derived gas could exacerbate water stress.
Another area of concern raised at the forum is groundwater over-

agenda
• India's PM & China's
Premier sign key accord

exploitation. Since we have already discussed this extensively in

to strengthen

previous editions, we turn to subsidence, an unavoidable sideeffect of excessive groundwater depletion. We review the extent of

transboundary river
cooperation & share

subsidence in China and what sinking lands mean for agriculture

hydrological data

and infrastructure. Can this be solved? With 50 cities in China at
risk of subsidence, what about real estate risk? Cracks in the
ground are already showing up in Shanghai and other cities; will

Reports:
• MSCI ESG: Well Running

this only rise with greater urbanisation?

Dry says USD20bn in

It is clear that cleaning up pollution and putting in measures to

sales at risk for US
utilities

mitigate subsidence risk will only raise the costs of doing
business. All eyes are on the 3rd plenary session next week

• Nature: Robust 21st

where the amendments to the environmental protection law,

Century Projections of El
Nino says climate

which propose to remove caps on pollution penalties and
introduce daily fines, are expected to pass. With this in mind, Xin

change will impact

and Brown from SynTao expand on why we should take a closer

• CEO Water Mandate:

look at the mishandling of toxic waste discharged by companies
as they could well turn into toxic assets.

agricultural production
Guide to Water-Related
Collective Action
• ADB: Thinking About
Water Differently:

More Power to Enforcement
Tan gives a run down of the
upcoming "institutional
innovations". Find out why the path-

Managing the WaterFood-Energy Nexus
• UNESCO: Free Flow.
Reaching Water Security
Through Cooperation

of-more-enforcement is full of
"areas of confusion"

• UN Water: UN-Water

Read this article →

Annual Report 2012
• CDP Water: Global Water
Report 2013; 70% of

Irrigation: Big Gains in Small
Farms
With 95% of farms in China at less

respondents now view
water as a substantive

than 2 hectares, Syngenta's Dr.

business risk, up from
53% last year but key

Sandhikar uses India to showcase

Chinese companies still

adoption of water efficient tech in
small farms

not surveyed
• International Rivers: Civil

Read this article →

Society Guide to Healthy

Syngas: Trade Offs for Water & Air

Rivers & Climate
Resilience

China's response to air pollution by
replacing coal with synthetic gas
may be good for air but bad for
water. WRI discusses the trade offs

Interest:
• Tianjin: 440 companies
closed in Tianjin due
to pollution violations

Read this article →

• Ningxia: 4 companies
received poor rating from

Underground Shifts: Subsidence

environmental credit

Review

rating system pilot; IPO
listing rights revoked until

With over 400 out of the 655 cities in
China reliant on groundwater, can
China mitigate subsidence risk
from excessive groundwater
usage?
Read this article →
Sinking Cities: Cracks in the
Ground
With cracks in the ground showing
up in Shanghai and 50 cities at risk
of subsidence, Tok discusses
groundwater over-extraction &
implications for real estate
Read this article →

pollution violations are
cleared
• Hunan: outlines plan to
achieve "red lines" water
quotas by 2030
• Shanxi: launches
scheme of financial
rewards & penalties for
cities & counties for water
management
• Beijing: "Great Green
Wall" of trees that protect
Beijing from spring
sandstorms are dying
due to lack of water
• RepuTex says corporate

Toxic Waste to Toxic Assets
SynTao's Xin & Brown examine

ESG performance is
stagnant in HK & China

whether recent corporate scandals
& their impact on market value
show a need for improved ESG
disclosure & scrutiny
Read this article →

Contact Us:
If you have questions, please send us an e-mail at info@chinawaterrisk.org.
Address
China Water Risk
9 Queen's Road Central
Suite 2406
Hong Kong Hong Kong
Add us to your address book

See this email in a browser
Unsubscribe | Update preferences

RSS

